
An extensive suite of full-colour books on Modern History topics 
developed for Australian senior students. Each title draws on 
recent scholarship, historiography and history specific pedagogy 
to ensure relevance and teachability.

Essential features:

	√ The front cover of each title features an iconic line drawing, which functions as a topic 
starter and is unpacked throughout the text 

	√ Each chapter is structured around inquiry questions
	√ Chapters close with a topic summary, suggestions for further reading and review activities 
	√ Each title concludes with a brief summation and a set of activities for students to draw on 

their learning and reflect on the topic. 

Want more information?

To find out more about Nelson Modern History or to order our resources online, 
visit our website: www.nelsonsecondary.com/history-geography
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A Globalised World  
In 1973, OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) imposed an oil blockade 
on the United States in response to the USA’s provision of arms and supplies to Israel after the 
Six Day War. Between October 1973 and March 1974, the price of oil quadrupled from US$3 
to US$12 per barrel. The rise in price and the shortage of fuel triggered the most significant 
economic crisis since the Great Depression and marked the end of the long period of economic 
growth and stability that had been a feature of Western economies since 1945. The 1973 Oil 
Crisis plunged the US and other developed countries into a period of stagflation that was not 
resolved until the early 1980s. This photograph shows the most immediate impact of this crisis 
– the lack of petrol at an American service station in 1973. 

   Ronald Reagan
Former Hollywood star and Governor of California, US President  

Ronald Reagan advocated free market economic policies that  
ultimately addressed the challenge of stagflation.

Read more about Ronald Reagan in Chapter 5. 
BRAD KELLY
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Nelson Cengage has developed this series 
for Australian senior secondary students of 
Modern History. The series includes titles 
that encompass the period from the 18th 
century to the contemporary world and 
they explore the social, cultural and political 
developments that shape the 21st century. 
Written by experienced educators and 
experts in their fields, each book builds on 
a narrative framework to incorporate recent 
research and historiography, primary and 
secondary sources, and learning activities. 
These key features combine to support the 
development of historical knowledge and 
understanding and historical skills that will 
enable students to interpret and reflect on 
the experience and developments that have 
created the world in which they live. 
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century to the contemporary world and 
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developments that shape the 21st century. 
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experts in their fields, each book builds on 
a narrative framework to incorporate recent 
research and historiography, primary and 
secondary sources, and learning activities. 
These key features combine to support the 
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enable students to interpret and reflect on 
the experience and developments that have 
created the world in which they live. 
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The Struggle for Peace in the Middle East
The Middle East lies at the crossroads of continents, peoples and faiths. For much of the past 
100 years, it has been the site of an enduring struggle for peace that has had an impact on the 
experience of nations far beyond the region. Tension and conflict over Jerusalem, perhaps more 
than over any other city, exemplify the complexities of the region. The Old City of Jerusalem 
is a holy site for Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Traditionally, it was divided into four 
quarters: Armenian, Christian, Muslim and Jewish. Today, it is home to Muslims, Jews and a 
small number of Christians. Both Israelis and Palestinians claim it as their capital city. This 
photograph shows the Temple Mount located in the Old City, the holiest site of Judaism and the 
site from which Muslims believe Mohammed ascended into heaven. In the foreground stands the 
Western Wall, the remains of the Second Jewish Temple destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE, and 
in the background is the Dome on the Rock, one of the Islamic world’s oldest and most revered 
shrines, constructed on the same site. 

Yasser Arafat, Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin
In 1994, Yasser Arafat, Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin were jointly 

awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace for their ‘substantial contributions 
to a historic process through which peace and cooperation can 

replace war and hate’ by concluding the Olso accords.
Learn more about Yassar Arafat, Yitzhak Rabin and  

Shimon Peres in Chapters 4–6

THE STRUGGLE  
FOR PEACE  

IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST
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Vincent Lingiari (1908–1988)
Lingiari led the Gurindji campaign for land rights. The song  

‘From Little Things Big Things Grow’ by Kev Carmody and Paul Kelly  
celebrated Lingiari’s contribution to the struggle for Aboriginal rights.  

Read more about land rights, the Gurindji Campaign and Vincent Lingiari in Chapter 3. 
SUE GORDON
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Nelson Cengage has developed this series 
for Australian senior secondary students of 
Modern History. The series includes titles 
that encompass the period from the 18th 
century to the contemporary world and 
they explore the social, cultural and political 
developments that shape the 21st century. 
Written by experienced educators and 
experts in their fields, each book builds on 
a narrative framework to incorporate recent 
research and historiography, primary and 
secondary sources, and learning activities. 
These key features combine to support the 
development of historical knowledge and 
understanding and historical skills that will 
enable students to interpret and reflect on 
the experience and developments that have 
created the world in which they live. 
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Recognition and rights of indigenous peoples
Since the 1930s, Aboriginal Australians have campaigned for rights of citizenship and political 
equality. In the 1960s these campaigns also began to focus on land rights, self-determination 
and social equity. The Gurindji people of the Northern Territory led one of the many important 
developments in the struggle for Aboriginal rights. In 1965, Gurindji workers at the Wave 
Hill Station walked off the job in protest at poor pay and treatment by their employers. Their 
concerns, however, were greater than simply pay and conditions. In 1967 they unsuccessfully 
petitioned the Governor-General for the return of their tribal lands. The Gurindji claim was 
rejected, but the election of Gough Whitlam as Prime Minister, in 1972, rekindled their hopes.  
In 1975 the first granting of land rights to Aboriginal Australians was made to the Gurindji 
people. This photograph shows the Prime Minister symbolically transferring ownership of the 
land, using a handful of Dagurgu soil, to Vincent Lingiari, a key leader in the Gurindji campaign.   
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A Globalised World  
In 1973, OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) imposed an oil blockade 
on the United States in response to the USA’s provision of arms and supplies to Israel after the 
Six Day War. Between October 1973 and March 1974, the price of oil quadrupled from US$3 
to US$12 per barrel. The rise in price and the shortage of fuel triggered the most significant 
economic crisis since the Great Depression and marked the end of the long period of economic 
growth and stability that had been a feature of Western economies since 1945. The 1973 Oil 
Crisis plunged the US and other developed countries into a period of stagflation that was not 
resolved until the early 1980s. This photograph shows the most immediate impact of this crisis 
– the lack of petrol at an American service station in 1973. 

   Ronald Reagan
Former Hollywood star and Governor of California, US President  

Ronald Reagan advocated free market economic policies that  
ultimately addressed the challenge of stagflation.

Read more about Ronald Reagan in Chapter 5. 
BRAD KELLY
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Nelson Cengage has developed this series 
for Australian senior secondary students of 
Modern History. The series includes titles 
that encompass the period from the 18th 
century to the contemporary world and 
they explore the social, cultural and political 
developments that shape the 21st century. 
Written by experienced educators and 
experts in their fields, each book builds on 
a narrative framework to incorporate recent 
research and historiography, primary and 
secondary sources, and learning activities. 
These key features combine to support the 
development of historical knowledge and 
understanding and historical skills that will 
enable students to interpret and reflect on 
the experience and developments that have 
created the world in which they live. 
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Nelson Cengage has developed this series 
for Australian senior secondary students of 
Modern History. The series includes titles 
that encompass the period from the 18th 
century to the contemporary world and 
they explore the social, cultural and political 
developments that shape the 21st century. 
Written by experienced educators and 
experts in their fields, each book builds on 
a narrative framework to incorporate recent 
research and historiography, primary and 
secondary sources, and learning activities. 
These key features combine to support the 
development of historical knowledge and 
understanding and historical skills that will 
enable students to interpret and reflect on 
the experience and developments that have 
created the world in which they live. 
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Russia and the Soviet Union
The paired hammer and sickle are among the most widely recognised political symbols 
in history. Featured on the flags and coat of arms of the Soviet Union, as well as in 
newspapers, posters, artwork, medals and sculptures, they are synonymous with 
Communism and the Soviet Union.

The hammer and sickle first began to appear together on Bolshevik propaganda during 
1917 as symbols of the ideological aspirations of the Bolshevik movement. Paired and 
evenly sized, the hammer, representing the urban proletariat and industrial labour, 
and the sickle, symbolising the peasantry and agricultural work, signify the unity and 
equality of these two social groups. In this photograph they appear on the flag of the 
Soviet Union, along with a bust of Lenin, the leader of the Bolshevik Party from 1903 
until his death in 1924.

Vladimir Lenin
Vladimir IIyich Ulyanov, known almost universally 

as Lenin, was the founder, leader and chief 
ideologue of the Bolshevik Party.

RUSSIA AND  
THE SOVIET  

UNION

russia_sb_44107_cvr_gatefold_finalart.indd   1-4 8/07/2015   11:45 am

ISBN: 978-0170244145

9 780170 244145
For learning solutions, visit cengage.com.au 

NELSON
MODERNHISTORY

NELSON
MODERNHISTORY

Nelson Cengage has developed this series 
for Australian senior secondary students of 
Modern History. The series includes titles 
that encompass the period from the 18th 
century to the contemporary world and 
they explore the social, cultural and political 
developments that shape the 21st century. 
Written by experienced educators and 
experts in their fields, each book builds on 
a narrative framework to incorporate recent 
research and historiography, primary and 
secondary sources, and learning activities. 
These key features combine to support the 
development of historical knowledge and 
understanding and historical skills that will 
enable students to interpret and reflect on 
the experience and developments that have 
created the world in which they live. 
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China and Revolution
An enormous portrait of Mao Zedong, weighing approximately 1.5 tonnes, hangs  
above the Tiananmen Gate, the entrance to the ancient Imperial City in Beijing. The 
portrait overlooks Tiananmen Square, the site of the May Fourth Movement protests  
in 1919, Mao Zedong’s declaration of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 and the  
pro-democracy protests of 1989. 

Mao Zedong
Mao Zedong was the leader and chief ideologue of the 

Chinese Communist Party. Under his leadership, the party 
established the People’s Republic of China and commenced 

a process of political and social transformation. 
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